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This ought to come first, because, as has been pointed
out, " there is all the difference in the world between
rejecting a candidate before he has been examined
and rejecting a successful competitor."1 But al-
though the method of examining the candidates is to
this extent defective, their physical condition appears
to be satisfactory.2 They are by no means mere book-
worms whose minds have been trained at the expense
of their bodies; the general habit of athletics at the
present day has prevented that, and a few of them.
each year are to be found even on the University
crews or teams. In 1895, indeed, there appears
among them the extraordinary phenomenon of a man
who was both Senior Wrangler and a member of the
Cambridge University Crew.
Natives of India at the Competition
One of the objects of raising the limit of age for
the examination was to give to the natives of India
a better chance to prepare for it with success; and
it will be remembered that the change was both
favored and opposed, on this ground. But neither
hopes nor fears seem to have been justified. Before
the change an occasional native succeeded in pass-
ing, and in 1890 there were four of them who did so.
Now they average about four or five a year. The
1  Minute by Lord Northbroolc, Parl. Papers, 1876, c. 1446, p. 227.
2 See the Report of Sir William Gull, Bart., M.D., Id., p. 36.    This
is also the general opinion at the present day.    See the discussion
of the successful candidates in the Oxford Magazine each year-